
Greetings From the Chair 
Looking Ahead 
By Donald Sullivan
Hello all. The annual meeting of  
the Association of  American 
Geographers in Chicago is fast 
approaching. We have a number 
of  excellent paper sessions 
sponsored by PEC during the 
meeting. In addition, there is a 
special day-long Physical 
Geography Symposium on 
Thursday, April 23 that will 
focus on the theme of  
Environmental Reconstruction—A 
Nexus of  Biogeography, Climatology, 
and Geomorphology. The 
Symposium will include two 
morning sessions of  invited 
papers (8:00-9:40 and 
10:00-11:40 am), followed by an 
extended Poster Session for the 
entire afternoon (1:30-6:30 pm).  
A happy hour in the poster 
gallery will overlap with the 

poster session, from 4:30-7:30. 
The Symposium and poster 
session were organized by Carol 
Harden, University of  Tennessee 
(Thanks, Carol for this massive 
undertaking!). 

We recently forwarded a request 
from the AAG for nominations 
for a number of  the association’s 
standing committees. If  you are 
able, this would be a great way 
to serve the AAG. 

Finally, we encourage all PEC 
graduate students to apply for 
PEC research grants.  Faculty, 
please encourage your grad 
students to apply. Details 
regarding the applications are in 
this newsletter. 

I’m looking forward to seeing 
you in Chicago in April.  

Board Members: 
Donald Sullivan 
Chair 
Michael Pisaric 
Director 
Katrina Moser 
Director 
Maria Caffrey 
Secretary/Treasurer 
Albert Fultona 
Student Liaison
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The AAG annual meeting is quickly approaching. This year the 
meeting will be held in Chicago. Don’t miss the 
paleoenvironmental change specialty group meeting 
(session number 4316) that is scheduled on Friday, April 
24th at 11:50 pm in Columbus G in the East Tower of  
the Hyatt Hotel (Gold Level). 

In addition to the specialty group meeting, PEC has sponsored 
a number of  sessions listed below (note this information is 
based on the preliminary program and are subject to change): 

Paper and Panel Sessions 
1115 New Perspectives in Paleoenvironmental Change and 
Geoarchaeology I: The Mediterranean and the Maya, Tuesday, 
4/21/15, 8:00-9:40 AM in Columbus EF, Hyatt, East Tower, 
Gold Level. Chair : Samuel Erik Munoz. 

1215 New Perspectives in Paleoenvironmental Change and 
Geoarchaeology II: North America and the Caribbean, 
Tuesday, 4/21/15, 10:00-11:40 AM in Columbus EF, Hyatt, 
East Tower, Gold Level. Chair: Timothy Beach. 

1273 Dendrochronology II: Dendroecology, Tuesday, 4/21/15, 
10:00-11:40 AM in Lucerne 1, Swissotel, Lucerne Level. 
Chair: Maegan Rochner. 

1415 New Perspectives in Paleoenvironmental Change and 
Geoarchaeology III: Eastern North America, Tuesday, 
4/21/15, 12:40-2:20 PM in Columbus EF, Hyatt, East Tower, 
Gold Level. Chair: Timothy Beach. 

AAG Annual Meeting, Chicago, IL 
PEC Sponsored Sessions 
By Maria Caffrey
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Paper and Panel Sessions Continued from Page 2... 
1473 Dendrochronology III: Disturbance Ecology, Tuesday, 
4/21/15, 12:40-2:20 PM in Lucerne 1, Swissotel, Lucerne 
Level. Chair: Aquila Flower. 

1515 New Perspectives in Paleoenvironmental Change and 
Geoarchaeology IV: The Maya World, Tuesday, 4/21/15, 
2:40-4:20 PM in Columbus EF, Hyatt, East Tower, Gold Level. 
Chair: Matthew Charles Peros. 

1573 Dendrochronology IV: Dendrochronological Applications 
I, Tuesday, 4/21/15, 2:40-4:40 PM in Lucerne 1, Swissotel, 
Lucerne Level. Chair: Chris Underwood. 

1615 New Perspectives in Paleoenvironmental Change and 
Geoarchaeology V: Anna Roosevelt, Old and New World 
Geoarchaeology, Tuesday, 4/21/15, 4:40-6:20 PM in 
Columbus EF, Hyatt, East Tower, Gold Level. Chair: Timothy 
Beach. 

1673 Dendroarchaeology V: Dendrochronological Applications 

II, Tuesday, 4/21/15, 4:40-6:20 PM in Lucerne 1, Swissotel, 
Lucerne Level. Chair: Grant Harley. 

4419 The Taylor Francis/Routledge Distinguished Lecture in 
Geomorphology “From Landscape Evolution to Human 
Evolution” Presented by Darryl E. Grange, Friday, 4/24/15, 
1:20-3:00 PM in Columbus KL, Hyatt, East Tower, Gold 
Level. Chair: Chris S. Renschler. 

4620 Past and Present Environmental Science of  the 
Nootropics and Beyond, Friday, 4/24/15, 5:20-7:00 PM in 
Grand A, Hyatt, East Tower, Gold Level. Chair: Matthew 
Charles Peros. 

Poster Sessions 
There will be a section for paleoenvironmental change poster 
presenters in the following poster session: 

3470, 3570 Physical Geography Poster Session, Thursday, 
4/23/2015, 1:20 PM - 5:00 PM in Riverside Exhibit Hall, 
Hyatt, East Tower, Purple Level. Organized by the AAG. 

AAG Annual Meeting Meeting, Continued... 
PEC Sponsored Sessions 
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Calling All Students 
A Message From Your 
Student Liaison  
By Albert Fulton
With only a few weeks remaining until AAG Chicago, I would 
like to take this opportunity to express my anticipation of  
meeting my fellow PEC graduate students and learning of  your 
current research projects. In order to facilitate scholarly 
camaraderie among our graduate students in a relaxed, 
informal setting, I will be organizing a “meet-and-greet” event 
at an offsite location in close proximity to the conference center 
(TBD). Please stay tuned for further updates on the location, 
date, and time of  this event! 

Student Liaison 
Albert Fulton 
Michigan State 
University

Franklin, J., Potts, A.J., Fisher, E.C., Cowling, R.M. and 
Marean, C.W., in press, Paleodistribution modeling in 
archaeology and paleoanthropology, Quaternary Science 
Reviews.  10.1016/j.quascirev.2014.12.015 

Pilaar Birch, S.E. and P. Miracle. 2015. Subsistence continuity, 
change, and environmental adaptation at the site of  
Nugljanska, Istria, Croatia. Environmental Archaeology 20(1):
30-40. 

I would also like to announce that Open Quaternary, the new 
(and only) completely open-access journal for Quaternary 
science, will be launching March 2nd, and is currently  

accepting submissions for the 2015 issue. More information can 
be found at openquaternary.com.  

Open Quaternary is a fully open access, double-blind peer-
reviewed journal, publishing contributions that consider the 
changing environment of  the Quaternary as well as the 
development of  humanity. 

The journal focuses on all aspects of  the Quaternary. This 
scope is intentionally broad, and covers a range of  specialisms 
such as geomorphology, palaeoclimatology, palaeobotany, 
palynology, palaeontology, zooarchaeology, geoarchaeology, 
biological anthropology and Palaeolithic archaeology. For more 
information visit openquaternary.com." 

Recent Publications 

http://openquaternary.com
http://openquaternary.com
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The Association of  American Geographers (AAG) 
Paleoenvironmental Change (PEC) Specialty Group requests 
proposals for its 2015 student research competition. Awards 
will be given in two categories: Undergraduate/Master’s 
student and Ph.D. student. For the 2015 competition, possible 
awards are $200 cash prize to be used for direct costs associated 
with proposed research project (i.e., research travel, supplies, 
etc.), salaries or indirect costs are not allowed. 

APPLICATIONS DUE FRIDAY APRIL 3, 2015 

A panel of  PEC board members (excluding student members) 
will evaluate the proposals on a 50-point scale based on the 
following: 

1. Scientific Merit of  the proposed research project, 
including originality of  research, significance of  the 
research to the PEC emphasis on Pleistocene and 
Holocene environmental change, quality of  methods, 
and summary of  anticipated results 

2. Organization and clarity of  the proposal 
3. Qualifications of  the student to successfully conduct 

proposed research project 
4. Impact the award will have on applicant’s academic/

professional career 

To apply for this competition, you must be a current member 
of  both the AAG and the PEC Specialty Group and submit the 
following electronically in a single attached .pdf  (please put 
2015 PEC Student Research Competition in the subject line of  your 
email) to Dr. Maria Caffrey (maria.caffrey@colorado.edu) by 
Friday April 3, 2015: 

1. A cover letter. 
2. Research proposal (2-page, double-spaced, 12-point 

font, 1 inch margins that includes a brief  summary for 
the proposed research, a rough timeline for the 
proposed research, and references). 

3. Abbreviated biographical sketch/CV, including 
research experience and past and existing grants/
awards from other sources (1-page maximum) 

4. Letter of  support from student’s faculty advisor should 
be sent directly from the supervisor to 
kmoser@uwo.ca. 

2015 winners will be announced at the PEC Specialty Group 
business meeting held at the annual AAG meeting (April 24th 
at 11:50 pm in Columbus G in the East Tower of  the Hyatt 
Hotel, Gold Level).  

For additional information about this research competition, 
please contact Dr. Maria Caffrey (maria.caffrey@colorado.edu) 

Special Announcement!!! 
2015 Student Research Competition -  
Apply Today! 
By Maria Caffrey
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Parting 
Pictures... 
Notes From 
the Field 
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This month’s photos come the Laboratory of 
Paleoenvironmental Research at the University of 
Tennessee, Knoxville. If you have photos you would 
like to share please email them to Maria Caffrey.


Top left: Erik Johanson (right), Jessie Johanson, and 
Matt Boehm coring Laguna Carse, Costa Rica. Photo 
by Sally Horn.

Top right: Matt Boehm (left) and Matt Gage pushing 
through the American Lotus that fringes Brush Pond, 
Alabama, for a pilot study in collaboration with the 
University of Alabama. Photo by Sally Horn.

Middle right: Paul Lemieux (left) and Joanne Ballard 
setting up to core at Pigeon Marsh, Georgia. Photo by 
Sally Horn.

Bottom right: Erik Johanson (left), Sally Horn, and Matt 
Boehm setting up to core Laguna Los Mangos, Costa 
Rica. Photo by Jessie Johanson. 



